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COUNTERADDRESS 
| T;Q- THE 


p U B L. 1 


Relative cs the C A 8 E 8 of 


ELIZABETH CANNING and MaRY SQUIRES. 


Being a proper Introduction to the Refutation of 
Sir CRISP GASCO TME“, Account 
of His Own Co Der. 


, 


Doubt not but you have read Sir Criſps Addreſs ; and have ob- 
ſerved with what remarkable Zeal it is fed and retailed. The 
Deſign, you ſee, is to vindicate his Conduct in the Caſes of Eli- 
zabeth Canning and Mary Squires. But the Trials themſelves 
would have been much more acceptable to the Public. By theſe we 
ſhould have ſeen the Evidence on both Sides, with the very different 
(not to fay, contradictory) Verdicts of the Jury ; and ſhould have 
been able to have formed a better Judgment upon the whole, how far 
the Advocates for either Side were to be blamed, or juſtified : and 
whether the Petitioners for Canning's Pardon, or at leaſt for the mildeſt 
Execution of the Sentence, had not ſome Reaſon to hope for a favour- 
able Audience, eſpecially after the Royal Scepter of Mercy had been 

bd to Shares.” | 


'The 


(62) 


The threatened Manner of Canning's Tranſportation, was generally 
deemed to be worſe than Death. The very Rumour of it had like to 
have coſt the unhappy Priſoner her Life. It is faid to have thrown 
her, firſt into a Fainting Fit, and then into a Fever — Now, when 
this Sickneſs had cauſed her Tranſportation to be reſpited, and had in- 
duced the Worſhipful Court of Aldermen to deliberate upon a Method 
more agreeable to the known Clemency of the beſt of Sovercigns, as 
well as to the Genius of the Engliſb Laws and Nation; at ſuch a 
Juncture as this to preſent the Public with. an artful and laboured 
Apology for Sir C's Conduct, to the apparent Prejudice of the helpleſs 
Sufferer, without an Opportunity for her Friends to reply, ſome may 
conſtrue as a Deſign to influence the Bench of Juſtice, in the ap- 
proaching Seſſion, to ſeverer Meaſures, and to ſpirit up the Populace 
to join in the Cry.-——But can we eaſily-ſuppoſe-that a Chief Magi- 
ſtrate, whaſe Compaſſion had drawn him into ſuch an expenſive Vin- 
dication of a mere Stranger, of a ſuſpicious Profeſſion and Character, 
to be capable of ſuch Inhumanity towards one, who not only had 
hitherto behaved with uncommon Decency and Sobriety, but was 
born, and actually lived within the Verge of this great Metropolis, ſo 
lately. comunitted to his more peculiar Protection and Care. " 


-- 


However, in Juſtice to the poor Girl, as well as to her equally ge- 
nerous Patrons, it mayn't be, improper, in imitation of the Inſpeclor, 
to preſent the Public with an Extract out of Elzabeth Canning's Caſe 
alſo, with the Names of thoſe who either did, or were ready to have 
ſworn to the ſeveral Parts of it. I the rather chuſe to do this, becauſe 
a learned Phyſician of Character and Penetration, who attended her in 
her laſt dangerous Illneſs, being cloſely interrogated, whether ſhe diſ- 
covered any Remorſe or Senſe of Guilt under this threatening Diſorder, 
aſſured his Friend, No, No; ſo far from it, that he was more and more 
confirmed in the circumſtantial Truth of her Story ; ſuitable to the 
Confeſſions of Mary Squires, Suſannah Wells, and Fudith the Wife of 
Fortune Natus, atteſted by the Oatlzs of them, who heard them. 


Upon the Trial of Mary Squires, when the Judge was ſummoning 
up that Part of the Evidence, which relates to her cutting off E. C's 
Stays, and puſhing her up Stairs, ſhe in the Hearing of William Hick- 
man, Diſtiller in Biſbopſgate-Street (who ſtood very near her) ſaid, 
« Yes fo I did, poor innocent Creature; I wiſh I had never ſeen her.” 


« Upon her Trial, when the Witneſs Mr. Lyon was giving his 
Evidence, ſhe, in the hearing of Mr. Mead, a Shoe-maker in Siluer- 
Atreet, ſaid ** That good-looking old Man (meaning Mr. Lyon) tells bis 
Story fo well, that I am afraid it will go hard with me; and is it not ver 
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hard, cher 7 full ſuffer, and Mie: Wells be ſaved, who is as Cuill 


it ref Sago wi 3 
Soon after Suſamab Wells was committed to Priſon, John ard 
went thither to ſee her, to whom ſhe' confeſſed (in the Hearing of 


Richard Jones of Sboe-Lane London; Founder) That Eliz. Canning was 
kept in ber Houſe Twenty Eight Days, and that be knew the Room ſhe was 


. zN very. well.” g 


Nathaniel Cramphern of Waltham Croſs, in the Pariſh of Cheſhunt, 


ſpeaking to Judith, Wife to Fortune Natus, ſaid, How can you have 


the Conſcience to deny that this poor Creature (meaning Elizabeth Canning) 


was at Mother Wells's Houſe, when you lodged there? And Natus an- 


ſwered in the Hearing of Cramphorn, his Wife and Langley, I cannot 
Jay, but ſhe was there. | | | 


And when Charles Dickinſon of Cheſtunt, Huſbandman and Shepherd, 
on the 15th of Jan. 1753, New Stile, came to the Houſe of Suſannab 
Wells to look for his Dog, (bought of her Son-in-Law, Jahn Howet, 
and accuſtomed to her Houſe,) during his ſtay there, Judith Natus 
opened a Door leading to a Room up Stairs, and to which Room there 
was no Door, except that at the Bottom of the ſaid Stairs. While the 
ſaid Door was open, . viz. about the. Space of a Minute, he hearing 
ſomething in the Room, looked ub, and ſuto a Weoman in the ſaid Room, 
(her back being turned to him) ſhuffling about, as if ſhe was very cold 
and weak, and in à ragged Condition, with no Gown on, only a Petticoat, 
and ſomething dirty over her Shoulders. The ſaid Judith Natus, without 
ſaying any Thing, ſhut the Door, and Sarah Howetr, Daughter of 
Suſannah Wells, aſked Judith Natus, what was the Matter? upon which 


Judith Natus anſwered, It was that Bitch above Stairs. That he appre- 


| Hends and verily believes the Perſon he ſaw in the ſaid Room, en the ſaid 


15th of January, upon the divers Circumſtances which he ſaw, and has 


beared from Time to Time, was Eliz. Canning. 


Now this poor Girl, I conſider as a Child of the Public, a father- 
leſs Child, the Stay and Comfort of a poor honeſt and induſtrious 
Widow, that has four younger Children beſides to labour for; ſhe was 
allowed in open Court by the Council againſt her to be hitherto of an 
untainted Character, and ſtrict Sobriety ; and therefore the more un- 
likely to launch out at once into the Depths of the moſt complicated Vil- 
lainy. For, Nemo repente fit turpiſſimus. To turn out, in the firſt Scene, 
an intriguing perjured Whore, covering over her falſe Pretenſions to 
Chaſtity, with a Declaration upon Oath, that ſhe was robbed and ſtript 
with Circumſtances of unheard of Cruelty, and to do this at the Expence 
of the Life of an ancient Woman, that had never injured or ſeen her, but 

was 
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Heap of ſhockin 
the moſt Credulous, one would 


Time, if not at Mother Welk's. . 
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